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The State of the Division and a Proposal
MARK TREMAYNE
Division Head

This is my last
newsletter article as
division head and
I’d like to provide an
overview here on the
state of the division.
Overall the status of
our group is “strong and stable”
but with potential for growth. Five
years ago, the Communication
Technology (and Policy back then)
division had 214 members. Since
then the number has fluctuated
slightly, up or down about 15
members. Today we stand at 217
members. Like I said, “stable.” For
comparison sake, the Newspaper
division is the largest with 593
members.
I don’t think there’s a perfect
number for division membership
but I would like to see some
growth and let me explain why.
While our division membership
has been remarkably stable for
six years, paper submissions to
Communication Technology
continue to grow. A few years
ago we became the first division
to adopt online paper submission
and we quickly shot up to more
than 100 papers submitted for
the summer conference. This year
we had a record 117 submissions.
As my fellow division officers
Jimmy Ivory and Jim Benjamin can

tell you, it’s very difficult to find
multiple reviewers for 117 papers.
Division members represent our
primary source of paper reviewers
so that’s a good reason alone
to grow our membership. Also,
the larger the division, the more
paper slots we can expect from
convention planners. This year
we accepted 59 papers, another
record, and scheduling those papers
for presentation is increasingly a
challenge.
So I recommend a renewed
emphasis on growing the division.
To do this we need to increase
the benefits of membership.
Because of the subject area of our
division, there are papers written
by members of other AEJMC
divisions and even papers written
by non-members which fit under
our broad “technology” umbrella.
And some divisions (example:
Public Relations) limit the number
of papers an author can be a part
of which, in turn, drives some
papers to our division. This is fine.
Cross-pollination of ideas is a good
thing. But we need to encourage
as many of these submitters to

join the division as possible. The
first mission is to simply use the
database of submitters to send
out invitations to join the division,
something we have tried in the past.
Personal contacts and interactions
are also important. But to give
people an incentive to shell out
a few more dollars a year to join
another division we should look to
additional incentives.
One possibility I’d like to
mention is an additional monetary
award for top paper(s) specifically
targeting division members. In
addition to the top student papers
(Jung-Sook Lee award) and top
faculty papers that we currently
recognize (and which are open to
all submitters), we could award a
prize (or prizes) to the top overall
paper (or papers) submitted by
division members. To be eligible
for this all the authors on the paper
would have to be CTEC members.
The division’s budget could
currently cover this and, if division
membership increases enough, the
prize would be self-funding.
Mark Tremayne is Assistant Professor and Broadcast
Head at the University of Texas at Austin and can be
reached at tremayne@mail.utexas.edu.

AEJMC 2008 Convention
August 6 - 9, 2008
Chicago, Illinois

Let’s plan a New Midwinter
Meeting at Chicago Convention
MARCUS MESSNER
Mid-Winter Coordinator

It’s never too early to start planning for a new
Midwinter Conference. That’s why CTEC has invited
potential hosts and all participating divisions to a meeting
on Friday, August 8, 12:15 to 1:30 p.m., at the AEJMC
Convention in Chicago. A location will be announced
via e-mail and our Listserv as well as at the conference
itself. It is the goal of this meeting to determine a host for
the 2009 Midwinter Conference. Generally, the conference takes place in
February and lasts for two to three days.
This year’s conference at Point Park University in Pittsburgh took
place February 29 and March 1 and was a great success with 115 research
paper presentations and eight panel sessions. CTEC sponsored four
research sessions with 16 papers. We also co-sponsored a session with the
Religion and Media Interest Group. We received a total of 25 submissions
and accepted 18 papers. We had a faculty paper acceptance rate of 66 %
and a student paper acceptance rate of 84 %. This high acceptance rate is
typical for the Midwinter Conference, which aims to encourage work-inprogress research projects as well as research by junior scholars.
Thanks again to all reviewers, who made the Midwinter conference
possible: Jimmy Ivory (Virginia Tech), Jim Benjamin (Toledo), Amanda
Sturgil (Baylor), Vincent Filak (Ball State), Sally McMillan (Tennessee), Lily
Zeng (Arkansas State), Serena Carpenter (Arizona State), Maria Fontenot
(Texas Tech), Laurie Thomas Lee (Nebraska), Joe Murray (Kent State),
and Bonnie Bressers (Kansas State).
We will announce the next host of the Midwinter Conference
after the convention in Chicago. Watch out for the paper call in one of
our upcoming newsletters and on the AEJMC website. The submission
deadline for research proposals is generally in December.
At the Chicago convention, CTEC will also be looking for a new
Midwinter coordinator. It was my pleasure to help organize this year’s
conference. If you are interested in this position or have questions about
what it entails, please contact me. You can also just come to the CTEC
business meeting at the convention.
Marcus Messner is an assistant professor at the School
of Mass Communications at Virginia Commonwealth
University and can be reached at mmessner@vcu.edu.
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CTEC Co-Sponsors Professional Freedom
and Responsibility Panels at 2008 AEJMC
JACOB GROSHEK
PF&R Chair

This year,
the CTEC
division has cosponsored several
Professional
Freedom and
Responsibility
events that
promise to be engaging and
relevant to the discipline. Here’s
a brief overview of the topics
and presenters. I look forward to
seeing you at some or all of these
sessions.
Wednesday, August 6
10 am to 11:30 am / 036
Blogging Politics: Press, Policy,
and the Public
Moderating/Presiding:
Sue Robinson
Wisconsin-Madison
Panelists:
The Blog Public: Bloggers, Readers and
the Communities They Build. Emily
K. Vraga, Aaron S. Veenstra,
Porismita Borah and Dhavan V.
Shah, Wisconsin-Madison,
and Homero Gil de Zúñiga,
Texas at Austin.
Talking about the Media: Influences
of Political Blogs on Sense-Making
Processes. Hyunseo Hwang,
Kjerstin Thorson, Namkoong
Kang, and Stephanie Edgerly,
Wisconsin.

Reporter Blogging, Social Presence,
and Newspaper Credibility. Esther
Thorson, Hans Meyer and Doreen
Marchionni, Missouri.
Processing and Elaboration of News
and Information on Interactive Political
Websites. Robert Wicks, Arkansas
Collective Intelligence: The Promise and
Peril of User-Generated Politics. Mark
Tremayne and Dustin Harp, Texas
at Austin
Discussant: Political Blogs: An
Agenda for Research. David D.
Perlmutter, Kansas
Saturday, August 9
10 am to 11:30 am / 328
The Role of the Internet in
Campaign 2008
Moderating/Presiding:
Jane B. Singer
Central Lancashire/Iowa
Panelists:
Bill Adee, associate managing
editor for innovation, Chicago
Tribune
Dustin Harp, Texas at Austin
Tom Johnson, Texas Tech
Georgia Logothetis, political
blogger, Daily Kos,
Aaron Smith, research specialist,
Pew Internet and American Life
Project

Saturday, August 9
1:30 pm to 3 pm / 360
Theoretical, Practical and Ethical
Implications of Social Media
Technologies for Communication
Professionals
Moderating/Presiding:
Sergei Golitsinski, staff, PRSA,
Maryland
Panelists:
Calmetta Coleman, senior vice
president, Ketchum Chicago
Cristina Lawrence, vice president,
Digital, Fleishman-Hillard Chicago
Alfred Hermida, British Columbia
Monte Lutz, vice president, Edelman,
Washington, D.C.
Zizi Papacharissi, Temple
Jacob Groshek is an assistant professor at the Greenlee
School of Journalism and Communication at Iowa State
University and can be reached at jgroshek@iastate.edu.

Join
Today!
A membership form is
available on the back page
of this issue.
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Blogging as a legitimate watchdog activity
CTEC at Mindwinter

DAVID STANTON
Webmaster

The Supreme Court ruled on
June 25 that a Louisiana law
allowing the death penalty for
aggravated rape on an 8-yearold girl was unconstitutional.
The majority decision in
Kennedy v. Louisiana is
predicated upon the lack of any
federal statute allowing capital
punishment for rape.
Three days later, a militaryjustice blogger named Dwight
Sullivan posted an article with
evidence to the contrary. The
National Defense Authorization
Act for 2006 specifically outlines
a court-martial directed death
penalty for child rape. Congress
approved this act, thereby
establishing precedent of a
federal law opposed to the
Kennedy v. Louisiana decision.

Ms. Greenhouse used the
specialized knowledge of a
niche blogger to highlight a
tremendous oversight in a
ruling of our highest court.
I love this example all
the more because the
circumstances are innocuous.
It appears Justice Kennedy,
his clerks, and a bunch of
other intelligent legal eagles
overlooked something. And this
something erodes the crux of
the majority decision.

On July 2, New York Times
writer Linda Greenhouse
published an article detailing
the oversight in Justice
Kennedy’s argument along with
the subsequent “no comments”
from the Justice Department.

Check your politics and
morality at the door, and try to
appreciate how communication
technologies have
revolutionized our collective
knowledge. Even the most
revered legal experts of the
Supreme Court cannot know
every piece of information
in existence. But leave it to a
blogger to use his expertise,
unearth a crucial detail and
publish for anyone to read –
or reprint in The New York
Times.

I apologize for the longwinded intro, but the details are
pretty important. This sequence
of events, which transpired over
the course of a single week,
is a paradigmatic example of
how far blogging has come
as a legitimate extension of
watchdog journalism.

The losing party has 25 days
to file an appeal to the Supreme
Court, which will have elapsed
by the time this is published.
Regardless of the final
outcome, I am inspired by how
communication technologies
and social media are raising the
collective intelligence of us all.

Certainly there are other
examples, like the bloggers
who uncovered the forged Air
Force records of George W.
Bush shirking his duties. But
the speed and tone of this
example is very interesting.

For more info see the original post
(http://tinyurl.com/6h3zqs) and
the NYTimes article (http://tinyurl.
com/5b33nl).

Mara Hobler, University of Maryland

CTEC Division Paper Session Q&A

Dana Janbek, University of Miami

David Stanton is at the University of Florida. He can
be reached at dstanton@ufl.edu.
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Fast Rewind: Midwinter CTEC Sessions
The 2008 Midwinter Conference, hosted by Point Park University in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, included four paper sessions led by the Communication Technology
Division. Authors, moderators, and participants enjoyed many opportunities for
networking and discussions at the University Center, where meetings were held on
Saturday, March 1.

CTEC Division Paper Session Social Effects of Online Communication

Jim Benjamin & Marcus Messner at Reception

Jennette Lovejoy & Jim Benjamin at Panel Session
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CTEC Panels, Papers Remain Balanced
Over the Years
JAMES D. IVORY
Vice Head/Program Chair

In the Summer
2007 edition of
this newsletter
(available from the
Communication
Technology Division
Web site at http://
www.aejmc.net/ctec), current CTEC
division head Mark Tremayne (then
vice head and program chair) penned
an excellent article on recent trends
in the topic matter of CTEC’s annual
convention programming and accepted
CTEC does not desire to lose that aspect
changes represent minor fluctuations
research papers. Here’s an update on
of its focus despite the name change), but
in programming from year to year
those trends as we head to the 2008
other topics are also common. One trend
within
a
balanced
programming
annual convention in Chicago.
not noted on the chart is the large number
pattern over time; while the areas
Each year, CTEC sponsors or
of papers in 2008 that are related to social
addressed by panels in a given year
co-sponsors a number of different
networking, most of which are filed under
may be disparate, the distribution of
session types at the annual convention.
the general “other Web” category in the
panel
areas
is
fairly
even
over
the
past
Accepted papers from the refereed
typology Tremayne established. If this
research paper session are programmed few years.
continues to be a key topic in the CTEC
In his newsletter article from last
into sessions featuring either oral
papers, a new category may need to be
year, Tremayne noted that paper
or poster presentations. Given that
added for the next informal analysis.
topics
in
2006
and
2007
showed
a
CTEC consistently receives a very
As you can see from these brief
more even distribution since the
large number of paper submissions (in
analyses, CTEC panels and paper sessions
division changed its name from
2008 CTEC’s submission total of 117
cover a wide ground. We hope you’ll enjoy
ranked in the top three among AEJMC “Communication Law and Policy” in
our varied programming at the upcoming
2005.
Using
no
particular
protocol,
divisions), these refereed research
convention and in future years.
I have attempted to do the same for
sessions comprise the bulk of our
the 2008 papers. As the comparative
programming sessions.
chart on this page shows, papers
The rest of the CTEC sessions are
James D. Ivory is an assistant professor at Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University and can be
related to law and policy are still
panels focusing on one of three areas:
reached at jivory@vt.edu.
prevalent in 2008 (which is good, as
Research, Teaching, and Professional
Freedom and Responsibility (PF&R).
As the line graph on this page shows,
C T E C A c c e p t e d P a p e r To p i c s , 2 0 0 5 - 2 0 0 8
the balance among these topics has
varied from year to year, but each
					
2005 2006
2007
2008
topic has received roughly comparative
L a w / P o l i c y 			
18
12
7
8
attention in recent years. In 2005 and
Blogs/Citizen Journali sm
8
9
7
4
2006, for example, panels on research
P o l i t i c s / D e m o c r a c y 		
6
10
7
4
A d o p t i o n / D i f f u s i o n 		
7
7
6
3
dominated the CTEC slate, while
O
n
l
i
n
e
J
o
u
r
n
a
l
i
s
m
		
5
3
7
7
teaching and PF&R panels were rarer.
O t h e r We b 			
5
4
9
18
The distribution was more balanced in
H e a l t h 				
5
1
3
1
2007, and in 2008, teaching and PF&R
Advertising/Commerce
2
1
6
3
panels are the most common, while
M i s c . 				
4
9
5
9
there is only one research panel. These Data for 2005-2007 compiled by Dr. Mark Tremayne; Data for 2008 compiled by Dr. James D. Ivory.
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AEJMC

AEJMC is gathering descriptive information to help divisions, officers and members promote
diversity. This will be for internal use only. Providing this information is optional, and has no
bearing whatsoever on membership in the Association. If none of these categories adequately indicates how you identify yourself, please describe your identity in the blank below.

Association for Education in Journalism
and Mass Communication
234 Outlet Pointe Blvd., Suite A,
Columbia, South Carolina 29210-5667
Tel.: (803) 798-0271; Fax: (803) 772-3509

Please check all that apply:
African American
Native American
Disabled

Female
Latina/Latino
International

NOTE: AEJMC often rents its mailing list to reputable companies.
If you do not wish your name included in such rentals,
please check here:

Rates Effective 10/01/07

Your current mailing address:

Male
Asian American
Caucasian

AEJMC Divisions

Please list zip +4 digits, and correct address, if necessary.

New Member
Membership Categories
$105
$105
$ 45
$ 45

Regular Member (US & Canada)
Associate Member
Student Member
Retired Member - (No dues,
but periodicals surcharge)
Retired Member
International Member - (includes
$25 air mail surcharge)
Spouse
Total - Membership

$ 00
$110
$ 25
$

$

Total for Membership

$

Total for Divisions/Groups

$

Total for Contributions

$

Grand Total

Category
Category
Category
Category

89
69
29
28

Category 26
Category 27
Category 25

Credit Card

Make all checks payable to AEJMC. All payments due
in U.S. dollars.

MasterCard

VISA

AMEX

Discover

Account Number:
Expiration Date:

Amount:

Signature:
Since your AEJMC dues are apportioned to various publication accounts as well as
for operating expenses, the Post Office requires that you sign off on this procedure.
Please sign below:
(Signature)

(Date)

Institution:
Office #:
Email:

A Advertising (Inc. Journal of Advertising Education)
Grad Students in A Division
B Comm Theory & Methodology (Inc. Comm Methods & Measures)
Grad Students in B Division
C Visual Communication (Inc. VisCom Quarterly)
Grad Student in C Division
D History (Includes CLIO.)
Grad Student in D Division
E International Communication (Inc. International Comm Bulletin)
Grad Students in E Division
F Magazine
G Newspaper (Inc Newspaper Research Journal)
Grad Students in G Division
H Mass Comm & Society (Inc Mass Comm & Society)
Grad Students in H Division
I Media Management and Economics
Grad Students in I Division
J Public Relations (Inc Journal of Public Relations Research)
Grad Students in J Division
K Radio–Television Journalism (Inc. Electronic News)
Grad Students in K Division
L Scholastic Journalism
Grad Students in L Division
M Minorities & Communication
Grad Students in M Division
N Law & Policy (Inc Media Law Notes & Comm Law & Policy)
Grad Students in N Division (only Media Law Notes)
O Cultural & Critical Studies (Inc. Journal of Comm Inquiry)
Grad Students in O Division (Does not include Journal)
P Communication Technology
Grad Students in P Division
Q Media Ethics Division (Inc. Journal of Mass Media Ethics)
Grad Students in Q Division
R Community College Journalism Assn (Inc. The Journalist)

Interest Group Support

Check enclosed

Name on Card:

$25.00
$10.00
$26.00
$16.00
$40.00
$15.00
$10.00
$ 7.50
$25.00
$19.00
$10.00
$16.00
$ 8.00
$24.00
$14.00
$10.00
$ 5.00
$30.00
$20.00
$36.00
$10.00
$10.00
$ 5.00
$15.00
$10.00
$30.00
$ 7.00
$25.00
$ 1.00
$10.00
$ 7.00
$26.00
$10.00
$40.00

Home #:
Fax:

$15.00
$10.00
$10.00
$ 7.00
$10.00
$ 5.00
$10.00
$ 7.50
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$ 5.00
$

Commission on Status of Women
Grad Students in Commission on the Status of Women
Commission on the Status of Minorities
Graduate Education
SCIgroup (Science Communication)
Internships & Career
Civic & Citizen Journalism
Small Programs
Religion & Media
Entertainment Studies
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender
Community Journalism
Total – Divisions/Groups

Optional Contributions
AEJMC greatly appreciates your help to further endow the following awards
and scholarship:
AEJMC 1st Amendment Award
Barrow Doctoral Scholarship
Tankard Book Award

$

Total – Contributions

